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Child’s Wlsh dreams come true for dlsab!ed termlnally ill kids
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fishing, and his wish wastugo
fishing. Atfirst, it didn’t
appear that the weather would

ninal.”
Cranford said what happened
next was amaring.

“It mined—and I'm talking

about rain,” Cranford
Iputdwlmutmthe\mer,and
Noah was sitting in the car, wait-
ing until the last minute. Just
assoonas [ got the boatin the
water and told him it was okay
tomnctu']:chm!,‘cht:mm

On ﬂmmp. Noah desper=
ately wanted to venture into the
ocean, but the water wasjust too
choppy. Cranford began cruising
the Intracoastal Waterway, and
as he slowed down, his
finder lit up indicating fish in the
e aaid, 'K, wo'ro fishin right

“1 said, 'OK, we're: s
here,' and [ don't do inshore
fishing; I do offshore fishing,”
Cranford explained.

He nndmm% mcbm:,nadﬂmﬂn
wind stop
amﬁnull)lv)edhmknh&wgghnmm

“Aud Noah looked at meand
said, "This i5 where God wants
me tobe, and itkilled me,”
Cranford recalled Friday.

Though it's seven years since,
the memory still brings tears to

'seyes. Noah's mother
Kelly Mayberry attended the
event Friday, which Cranford
noted wasin Moak's memory.

Kelly described Noah asa
“fish-a-holic.”

“Even when hewas neutrope-
nic, he would fish with gloves,”
she recalled.

Kelly said she is grateful for
1U.5.5.A. Child's Wish program
and to Cranford for spending his
time with Noah.

ke e ey
in pital and every
somuch better,” s tearfully
recalled.

Cranford admits that he
probably grew “toe attached”™

tnth.Aﬂcrﬂmn-ﬁshmg\np,
inthe

e began visiting him
hospmﬂnnd lﬂemmbudzmlh
him. Kelly recalled that Cranford

gifted Neah witha tackle box,
mldwhlleothu'quﬂmokwdao
game systems to occupy them
during chemo treatments, Noah
tock his tackle box.

Noah passed away in 2011.

Tugwell can still reall the day
that Cranford called him and
told him that Noah had passed
away,

“I knew all about Noah,” Tug-
well said. “T had never met him,
but I kuesw all about bim.”

years, they haven't always been.
friends. "[?m  had nhm)':;
offas competitors in fishing
tournaments.

“ couldn’t stand him,” Tugwell
said, pomungto(!ru.nford and
lllllg',hmg “I'thoughthe was

‘most arrogant man I'd ever

mct
Cmnforﬂsn] the feeling was

'[‘he men say through USSA,
they've become close friends.
Tugwell sxid after ane of his
Child's Wish participants died
!as!)mr,hr.-m:dmj outto Cran-

ford for support.

1t wasa boy from West Vir-
ginia, and’ ‘took him on
his first bear hunt.

“He got his bear the first day,”
herecalled. *T never Jost contact
with him. I kept calling him and

boy's father and lecarned that he

mkﬂmshark.und!dldthnt.My

W
Pﬂ“lﬁ“manontbchmlmugbt
somelittle ol fish the size of

in her ine to find a blue crab
hanging from it.
“He was just hanging onto my

shrimp, and he wouldn'tlet go,”
had passed away. shesaid. “So, I shook the line
“Loalled John {Cranford). That  and be dropped back down into
one: mc:ﬂxlmnuphu]," the water.”
said. “I almost quit doing this Leah said the thing she likes
bemuﬁeoflhatilmsthurtso about fishing is that its relmdng.
She actually came to the first
"Butﬂlen.l]ooldnc.kstwhm’s USS.A. eventin Southport last
Thappened here today, and year, and some others returnod
ther¢’s noway Loould giveitup.  this year. She also knows some
Hmeﬁx: children and their C}nu]cld:md“ﬂi'-‘[;‘spﬁvmlmﬁmwc
For 33 an il 's i
who participated inthe  Hill. S%leaplnnedﬂngj:ﬁm
U.S.SAevemlustFnd:w, itwas  shegoes for treatment of her
the expenience of a lifetime. i
Omuﬂhx:d:ild.rmw}n “Ilmem)dod‘urﬂum:.
ld id. “She's tiny but
hmlgsmmﬁsnﬂ’nuva) North mighty.”

Starnes said she loves Starnes said currently she
fishing and often hingin  returns to the hospital every two
Lake Waccamaw and the Wac- months. In March of next vear,
camaw River. But she enjoyed she hopes those visits will de-
getting togoof crense tn once every six months,

"Wemtanmndlncdﬁm
different places,” Leah said.
“The one thing I came for was to

Starnes day
her doctors tell her that she'sin

e

, “After 10 yearsis up, they I

nm'l say

children and about 106 sand-
d the

w]un:s fort

ﬂlﬂe’snﬂ there,”
she said. 'I]:cyalsohdpcdg:tmlun—
'Hunter Wise, an 11-yenr-okd ‘teers from the community.
‘boy from Wake Forest, also en- Caugh of Terry's Bar-B-Que
joved aday on thewaterwith his  voluntecred to provide hot dogs
Hunter said came and hamb for the group.
vt et 1 Hoepungd T ho b age:
be exact. cial needs daughter and wanted
“And that's not including the tovolunteer because the issue
omswt:thmwh&c.k. hcsnd nf:llnnddmblu]dnkitcnsu
ﬂefmm'lydm‘tgctlo fisi: mn ﬂfs)lxstgd I}mtpmplchn\;c
oﬁm,anﬂshcwnsm‘hcﬁllfnr go through like this in
theday. ﬁnmihes,"hesald “Ijust want
“This was absolutely the best them to have a good day, and it

expericnce because it hzmu! out

High Point but ownsa home
on OakJsland, uasnnenﬂhe

“This is a great thing,” Craven
said. “These lids deserve this.
They don't deserve what they're
getting otherwise.”

Hesaid one of his passengers
‘was a 10~year-old gitl who loved
Tiding across the waves.

“She would just squeal because
she was soexcited, and Tjust
loved that,” he said.

Participants, including Leah
.-deunl.cr and their families
arrived Thursday night. The
Comfort Sirites ToomSs

the Southport Lions Club, ex-
phained that the club volunteered
to host a pizza party for the
families and the boat captoinsat

O'Donoghue, whois involved
with the Lions at her home in
‘Wisconsin, conl them.
Scheflen and her fellow Lions
agreed it was a worthy case and
stepped up to help.
Inudd:txmlu helping with

Tooks like they have.”
Scheflen also wanted to make
this event bigger than the last,

‘These kids de-
serve this. They
don’t deserve
what they're get-
ting otherwise.”
Steve Craven

‘Voluntcer captain

and she enlisted the help of local
clowns Gradie and Tic Tocto do

But she doesn't want to stop
there. Scheflen is already plan-
ningfor next year's event, and
shewants to make it even better

5.

“The Southportevent isa
vessel of opportunity for the
children and their familiesto go
fishing to forgetand cnjoy the
wonders. on the water
and away from the hospital visits
and burden ofmcdn:nl bills,” she

]ﬂmminw.
soring or donating to the
U.S.S.A. children’s eventin
Southport next year may
contact Sheflen at 703-283-
175,




